When Good Gifts Become Deadly

Luke 14:15-23

When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the
kingdom of God!” But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his
servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.” But they all alike began to make excuses. The first
said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke
of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’
So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go
out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what
you commanded has been done, and still there is room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and
compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.

(See also Mark 4:3-20)

What is notable about the things that kept those who were invited from attending the banquet?

And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are
those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and
the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.
Mark 4:18-19

He loves thee too little who loves along with thee
anything else that he does not love for thy sake...
- Augustine of Hippo, Confessions

Be in the world, but not of the world

James 4:1-10

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not
have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do
not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose
it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more
grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

1John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. And
the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

What aspect of this world system or "Babylon" do you find yourself most susceptible to being drawn into and
captivated by? What is most difficult for you not to love?

How do you feel about the idea of rejoicing in God’s judgment of the system of evil that permeates our world?

Then | heard another voice from heaven saying,

“Come out of her, my people,

lest you take part in her sins,

lest you share in her plagues;

for her sins are heaped high as heaven,

and God has remembered her iniquities. — Rev. 18:4-5




What Are We to do?

Romans 12:1-2

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

Ephesians 5:1-21

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let
there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may be
sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the
sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things
that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be
filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with
your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another
out of reverence for Christ.

(See also Romans 12, Ephesians 4, Colossians 3, 1 Peter 2-3)

How can we resist conformity to this world? How do the truths of gospel make this easier?

The fundamental problem is unbelief in the gospel. At the root...of all
Christian failures to live right - i.e. not give their money generously, not
tell the truth, not care for the poor, not handle worry and anxiety - is the
sin under all sins, the sin of unbelief, of not rejoicing deeply in God's

grace in Christ, not living out of our new identitv in Christ. — Tim Keller

How do we “stir up one another to love and good works?”



“That He might sanctify her...” — Eph 5:25
“It was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen ...” — Rev 19:7

Christ our Brideqgroom — A better Adam and Eve

Ephesians 5:22-33

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their
husbands.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle
or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the
church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of
you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

What is the significance of marriage being a symbol of Christ’s relationship to the Church? What impact does
this have on how we view and approach our own marriages?

In this passage, who is responsible for the sanctifying and cleansing? How does this relate to the “righteous
acts of the saints” in Revelation 19:7?

Bearing witness about Jesus
Revelation 16:7-15

Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to
you. But if I go, | will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see
me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that
are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that
he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Jesus describes the message that the Holy Spirit will bring to the world and to the Church. How do we carry
this testimony in our words and in our lives? Do you ever find it difficult to bear witness to Jesus? What are
some reasons why?

The really scary thing about this is that the Spirit will do it all, so
it seems, through the work of the church. It isn’t that the church
will sit back and watch the Spirit doing this work by some other
means. The Spirit will accomplish this task of convicting the world
of sin, righteousness and judgment through the witness of the
followers of Jesus. — N.T. Wright




