The Temple of the Living God

2 Chronicles 7:1-4

As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the
glory of the Lord filled the temple. And the priests could not enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord filled the
Lord’s house. When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the Lord on the temple, they bowed down with
their faces to the ground on the pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “For he is good, for his steadfast love
endures forever.” Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before the Lord.

John 2:13-21

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons,
“Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.”

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?”
But he was speaking about the temple of his body.

Ephesians 2:19-22
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

(see also 1 Cor 3:16-17; 2 Cor 6:16-7:1)

What is the significance of the Church being described as God’s temple?

Praying Together

Do you ever find that there is resistance to praying together when you’re with other Christians? What forms
does this resistance take? Why do you think this happens?

Matthew 6:9-13

Pray then like this: Aspects of the Lord’s Prayer:
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. 1. God'’s Glory

Your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

2. God’s Rule

and forgive us our debts, 3. God’s Provision
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, 4. God’s Mercy

but deliver us from evil.”
5. God’s Guidance

6. God’s Protection




Fighting for one another with prayer

Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the
belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the
gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all
prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that
words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in
chains, that I may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

How can we fight for each other with prayer? What kinds of things need to be fought for?

Building up one another with prayer

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and
every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the
riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is
the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

How do we build each other up with prayer? Why would this be important?

What are some things that might hinder our prayers?

Would you be willing to commit to praying together? That is, whenever you come together with other
Christians (whether for bible study, dinner, shopping, or anything) to pray together and intercede for each
other regarding anything that may be going on in their lives or simply that God may strengthen them on their
way.

Community

What'’s involved in being a Christian community?



Fighting for one another in community

Matthew 25:31-40

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be
gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you visited me, | was
in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see
you sick or in prison and visit you?” And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me.’

2 Corinthians 8:1-5,8-9,13-15

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave
according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking
part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to
us...(8) I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become
rich...(13) For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness your abundance at the
present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. As it is written,
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”

Matthew 18:15-20

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your
brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two
or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you
as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by
my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

How can we fight for others in our life group community? How can we fight for others in our Heritage community? How
can we fight for others in the world community?

Building up one another in community

Ephesians 4:11-16

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

What is the purpose of the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers?

Who does the work of the ministry?

How does the body grow? What is your part? What is our life group’s part?



